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LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE,

Latter from Ckarchland, V«.

Cburchlakd, Western Branch. Va.,
December 6, 1870.

To the Editor ofthe Sew Sational Era:
I am happy to inform you of a meeting

which took place at the above precinct, in Nor-
i folk countv. on the 6th instant, in hnnnr nf the 1

"I .

'' , ... ".

election to the Forty-second Congress of our

distinguished Representative, the honorable and
erer-faithful James H. Piatt, jr. This meetingwas gotten up under the auspTces of the
Republican club of that loyal district.Mr.
Wm. H. Foulke, president, and W. B. Rob- j
arts, secretary. The dram corps from faithful i

* old Getty's station was in attendance, and ad-
ded an unusual degree of honor to itself by its
excellent music while taking under escort the
sons and daughters of emancipation. Arriving
at the speaker's stand, which was erected in

I front of the A. M. Church, being invited, as a

speaker, we gave them the benefit of our expe-
* rience of forty years- in slavery, urging the

necessity of unity of action to accomplish what
a benign Government had so freely and permanentlyinaugurated by amendment after amend-
ment to the Federal Constitution ; and last, j
but not least, the school question was served
to the best of our ability. Messrs. Jas. Kemp,
W. B. Roberts, Foulke, and Conner gave some

well-timed speeches, which were very highly
applauded.

Speaking over, an ample table was spread,
loaded with every comfort that could whet a

dull appetite. Of the three or four hundred
present all were invited to the table, and freely
participated in the enjoyments of the day.

" No interdict
Defends the touching of these viands pure.''
We regret that, for brevity's sake, we cannotgive a more elaborate account of the table,

as it was furnished at considerable expense.
Having paid our compliments to all the

"ffoodies." at nieht-fall the beautiful moon
r" O I

shed down her usual flood of light. The weatherbeing fine for ont-docr enjoyment, the music
discoursed, "On with the dance, let joy and
mirth abound." And they did not fail to improvethe opportunity.at least a goodly numbcrof them did not so fail.
*We should have enjoyed ourself hugely, but,
while on the sea, in an open boat, accompany-
ing the drum corps, along with two or three
others, (eight in all,) we came nigh being
swamped ; nor did we reach Churchland with
a dry shed upon us. Such was our condition
that a steamer stopped to pick us up ; but we

strnck throngh the dashing seas and made the
fort at last. Wet, cold, and shivering, we

toi k the aonvtyance that had been some hours in
I waiting, and, after riding about three miles,
saturated like a wet blanket, we were in the
presence of the good people of Churchland,
which place is about five miles from Norfolk,
towards Cape Henry, (Crauey Island.) But,
with the elements against us, as you perceive, j

1 Jwe hit the mark. AH praise is due to Messrs.
Conner, Foulke, and others for the ample pro- j
visions made for our accommodation. Mr.
Conner is a justice of the peace of that township,and Mr. Foulke is overseer of roads.
Like your humble servant, these geutlemen

^ are all "native here" and in the "divioe institution*born. Their honesty and practical
good sense have won for them a name which

i. . . . i .. r iTr -ii; j i
would uo nonor 10 ine gruuuaic 01 u uuaw anu

Mary. Dut I must close.
Please excuse my disconnected style, and :

' believe me, yours as ever,
Geo. Tbamoh,

Virginia Senate.

Letter from Columbus, Texas.

Columbus, Texas, Dec. 2, 1&70.
To the Editor of the Next) National Era
Columbus is now the seat of war in Texas.

A four days' battle, with paper bullets, closed
yesterday. There was a close contest, and the
result is not yet known. The Republicans
were battling for free schools and free speech ;
the Democrats to overthrow the State police
and State guards, reestablish the rule of the
six shooter, and t( keep the nigger in his place."
The 25th senatorial district, comprising Coloradoand Lavacca counties, held this election
to fill vacancies occasioned by the death of
Judge Foster, of the Senate, apd Mr. Wilkinson,
of the House. The election was wisely post- j
pined till the State guards were organized.
That which gives especial interest to this electionis the fact that the Senate now stands 14
to 1G.the less number representing the Kadi
cals, and the greater the opposition party,
whether Democratic, Conservative, or Rebel be
its true name. An election is being held in
Fayette county to fill a vacancy made by u

Conservative member who left the Senate in
disgust, after the fastiiou of JefT. Davis and
others, who could not carry their points in the
National Legislatu^ ten years ago. The Radicalscannot count on Fayette county, and the
result of the election in the 25th district detideswhicV party shall posse.s the balance of

power in the government of Texas.
One can get a better idea of the worth of the

bn'iot in one election here than he could get in
ten years in the North. It is free speech against
the gag, State law against mob law ; and whilst
both parties are in suspense, it seems to me the

1 excitement of a battle-field could not be much

greater.
" 'Twere worth ten years of peaceful life
One glance at their array."

Hundreds of colored men marching up to the

polls on equal footing with those who think
the ti unfit to breath the same air, go to the
erne heaven, or even, as Col. Gillespie says,

I to go to tbe same bell wiiu memseives ; a lew i

tree-blue Republicans, who are cursed as carpet-baggers,and told by the supporters of the
late Confederacy that they had better "sing
lowthe former owners of the soil, and of the

men who tilled it, spoiliug for a fight by which
to overiurn the election whenever the tide seems
to be turning.all these make up such a contestas one seldom witnesses.
Ths Republican candidate for Senator is

General R. P. Tendick, who served in the
United States army, and has lived in Columbus
since the close of the war. He is a German.
IMany ermans Tote against him for the simple
reason that the colored men almost unani*

. motfely rote for him. They do not like to be
W - alas* d with the freedmen, seeming to lose

sight of the fact that the legislation which is
filTorabls to one class of working people is also
to the other. They are something like the dog
who lost his piece of meat by snapping at the

I shad >w which be supposed to be a piece of
Seat belonging to anoiher dog. The Democratsmade a great feast, invited colored men,
Sad tried to maks them believe that " old

9
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massa" was their friend. They had a wagon
drawn by four white horses, in which was part
of a brass band, and a big broom, which, beir.g
new, was supposed to be good for a clean
sweep. Behind this, each day, rode about one
hundred and fifty men, and as many colored
men as could be coaxed or hired to follow
them, which was usually from eight to twelve,
and, as a black Republican speaker said,
" those few were by themselves." The Republicansmake no display, but hold meetings
every night. I attend with the rest of the
black Republican ladies. Colonel C. C. Gillespie,once in the Confederate army, now
editor of the Houston Union, the leading organ
of the Texas Radicals ; Senator Bell, Hon
Gray Franks, and Rev. Frank Green, (colored,)
1 i - * » -% « ....

nuve occn xnc cniel spenders. AH these have
been denounced and threatened by the oppositionparty; but they do not leave town, as

they were advised. The Ku Klux Klan cease
to terrify. When Colonel G. spoke, in the
meeting, of the treatment he had received duringthe day, and of having been told to li sing
low" and "sing loud," Allen Nayle, the eol*
ored captain of tho State Guards, said ' there's
a hundred muskets at your back." Only twelve
of the guards were on duty around the ballot-
box. It was thought best to excite the Demo-
cracy as little as possible, a9 many stayed
away from the polls last year rather than walk
up beside a row of blue coated soldiers.
Everybody feared that there would be bloodshedbefore the four days passed ; but they are

ended, and I hear of nothing like it, except
that the broomstick procession hurried up to
run over a poor old colored man, and seeing
that he was likely to die, stopped laughing and
sueaked off, one by one, till of the long lino of
hoss-tillery nothing was left. Gen. Tendick assistedin carrying pocr old uncle Peter into the
court-house, and procured a doctor for himHewas alive this morning.

Xjfkflt nirrVif IHa n/»l 1 e *** /*»*/i /.!^p»n.4 . .
^ ncic i/iu;tu,i»iiu till WVtT

town guns were fired till past 12 o'clock. II- rc
it wa3, 14 Hurrah for Tendiek!" and there,
4'Hurrah for Thompson !" This morning we
learned the result of the four days' struggle.
Tendiek is only 212 votes ahead, and Lavacca
county, where wo expected him to be in the
minority, is yet to hear from ! Both parties
are filled with hopes and fears, and t,o the day
passes. Friday night, at G P. M., the messen

ger sent to Lavacca county had not returned.
Two colored men rode up to my door, and callingfor another man to accompany them, said
they were going to meet the messenger, about
whom some uneasiness wa3 felt. A few minuteslater I heard a great shout, and stepping
out, 1 believe 1 heard the cry, "Hurrah for
Tendiek!"' from every man, woman, and child
in Freedman Town ; and they koptitup. Never
did I hear such rejoicing. Camp-meetings were
outehouted and fourth of July thrown into the
shade. When the Emancipation Proclamation
was issued these people dared not say so much
as <4I am glad." They could only kneel by
their bedside and thank God in the darkness
that their chains were falling away from them.
Now they can lift up their voices in thanksgiv-
ing that they arc able to lay the foundations of
liberty broad and deep for their children and
their children's children. Who wouldn't 3hout ?

Julia B. Nelson.

Tlic Unearthed Letter of Admiral
Porter.

North American Squ »pron,
U. S. Flagship Malvkrn,

Cape Fear River. January 21, I860.
My Dear Sir: I received your kind letter

of the 17th instant, and thank you warmly for
the confidence you reposed in my good opinionthat this place could be taken. To tho NavyDepartment alone is ths country indebted for
the capture of this rebel stronghold ; for had
it not been for your perseverance in keeping the
fleet here, and your constant proposition made
to the army, nothing would have been done
As it was, after the proposition had been re
ceived, and General Grant promised that troops
should be sent, it was not done until General
Butler consented to let the matter go on, and
when he hoped to reap some little credit for the
explosion of the powder-boat. Now, the countrygives General Grant thoereditof inauguratingthe expedition, when, on both occasions,
be permitted it to go improperly provided. In
the first place, it had neither head nor tail as far
as the army was concerned. In the second
place, lie (Grant) sent too few men, when he
ought to have calculated that the rebels would
have more strongly defen.led the works after
seeing what a narrow escape they had. Nothingbut the most desperate lighting and a determinationto win on the part of the army gave
us the victory. The gallant band of sailors
who fearlessly went into the works amidst a
shower of cannister and bullet* drew the enemy'sattention away from the assault on the
land side, and enabled the troops to obtain a
secure footing. I don't say this to detract from
the gallantry of the soldiers, for never did men
tight harder or more handsomely than did our

troops that day. Now that the most importantfort on the coast has been gained, as u>ual youwill hear but little of what the navy did, and
no doubt efforts will be made again to show that
the work was "not substantially injured as a
defensive work." To Gen. Grant, who is alwayswilling to take the credit when anythingis done, and equally ready to lay the blame of
the failure on the navy when a failure takes
place, I feel under no obligations for receiving
and allowing a report to be spread from his
headquarters that there were three days when
the navy might have operated and did not. lie
knows as much about it as he did when he wroto
to me, saying "the only way in which the place
could be taken was by running the ships past
the batteries," showing evidently that I10 had
not studied the hydrography of Cape Fear River,n.nJ rliil nnt know tho virhm uraa ir« ...if

wooden walla when they went ii. for a fair standupfight. Any fort in rebeldom can he taken
if we can only get in reach of it. I have served
with the Lieutenant General before, where I
never worked so hard in my life to make a man
succeed as I did for him. You will scarcely
notice in his reports that the navy did him any
service, when without the help it has given him
all the way through he never would have been
Lieutenant Gei oral. lie wants magnanimity,
like most officers of the army, and is so avariciousas regards fame that he will never, if he
can help it, do justice to our department. When
the rebels write the history of this war, then,
and only then, will the country be made to feel
what the navy has done.

I do not feel at all kindly towurds General
Grant for the inditFerenco he displayed in this
matter until he found his own reputation at
stake ; then he was glad to throw the elephant
overboard that had we ghed him down so heavily.He could not help but know that General
Butler was going in command of this expedition.The matter was constantly discussed with
him ; he knew that he had placed himself and
all of his numerous staff on board the flagship
Ben de Ford, and everybody spoke of him as
commander of the troops.

In a conversation with General Grant, I expresslytold him that I wanted nothing to do
with General Butler, and he promised me faithfullythat he should not have any connection
with the expedition. Two months I waited,
the fleet ready to sail at an hour's notice, and
I acquiesced in the General's decision that he
could not spare troops for fear of endangerii g
the defenses in his front. I said, " Then the
expedition will never go until Butler has a fingerin the pie;" and, sure enough, when Butlersaid go, we went. The fear of weakening
the defenses disappeared on Butler's presenting
his plan for blowing the forts down, and an

army was shipped so quick (unprepared) on the

transports that they almost sailed in the middle

V NA
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of a heavy gale. Gen. Gran* knew that 1 did
not care a fig for the powder boat, though i was
very willing to try it as an experiment, but not
disposed to trust, it altogether. I think it inoct
unhandsome in him to listen for a moment to
the idle talk of Butler's staff, and his timid,calculating engineer, Cotostock, who wanted
some excuse for not doing their duty. The
Lieutenant General and I were together
eighteen months before Yicksburg.never had
to wait for me, nor did any of his generals (butT hovo 110 /] t A *vnif \ I*AJ
u»iv imu w naiv i"i iiitriii,; miu uc ruuuiu

have supposed from the past and my anxiety to
go to work, that I had not become any slnwet
in my movements than I was on the Mississippi,His course proves to me that he wo"sld sacrifice
his best friend rather than let any odium fall
on Lieutenant General Grant. He will take to
himself all the credit of this move now that it
is successful, when ho deserves all the blatne
for the first failure to take the place. All this |
is now saddled on General Butler, and historyw;!l tell nothing of General Grant's share in it.

I tell it to you for your own personal satisfaction,that you may know and feel that you
are entitled to the entire credit for Letting this
expedition off and for its success. I am merelythe agent arid only used to advantage the ample
means placed at my disposal, which any one
could have done as well as 1. I expect yousomctimcB think I am a little too much iinpolitie in what I say. hut that is my nature. I am
always ready to fight right away, if r.ny one
reflects upon the navy, i know that no countryunder the sun over raised a navy as you have
done in the same space of time, and that no
navy ever did more. Could the navy operatein James river, Richmond would now be ours.
Vieksburg, a stronger place, fell when the
navy was brought to hear 011 it. Every placehas fallen where naval cannon have been
brought into play. * This is not a petplace with the Lieutenant-Goneral, and Ire
leaves it with about seven thousand men, and
1 don't think knows much of the situation.
An army man thinks if he has a gunboat at
his back he is all sate, but this is one case
where at times the gunboats are driven off byhad weather, and those inside cannot co-oper-
ate effectively. 1 have given you a long letter,
but find an apology for myself in the fact that
I know your whole heart is in the navy, and
tKnt ni?Ai*rf Kin rf **

uiujiiuu^ vuuttl lllllj; It JIllCt'CStlB ^liu.
Again permit me to thank you for the confi
deuce you have always placed in ine, and the
opportunities you have given me for distinc- ]tion, and assuring you that it has been my
warmest wish to merit only your approbation,I remain,

respectfully and sincerely,
Your obd't serv't,

(Signed) David P. For.tkn.
To lion. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Navy.

Washington, P. C.

From th« RocheMer Democrat.
THE ItRBIARKABL K PORTER.

Ills l.etter to Presldrnt Grant.Ills First
Impnlnf and Ills L.a»t. One.A Painful
Paradox.
Washington, Dec. 5..Admiral Porter, aftervisiting the President on Saturday, sent

him the following letter. It will be seen that
it fully corroborates the view taken of their
relations since 1805, as presented in your cor

respondent's letter, printed this day. There
are many rumors atloat to-night as to the state
of feeling between the President and Admiral
Porter, to print which might do injustice to
1 .L TU^ I -t!-l .L- »j. >
uum. xin* omy rupsiruuuu which me iVUlHirttl
can make he has made ere this. The letter
to the President is as follows :

M r. President: My impulse, ou reading
the letter published in the New York World,
was to go to you at once and pronounce it a
fabrication, for us such 1 consider it : but as
it purported to have been written fix years
ago, and published by a person who once held
a prominent position under the Government,
I determined to ascertain fully if I had ever
indited such a letter before addressing you on
the subject. Neither myself nor my secretary,
who has served with me eight years, could reicall to our recollection any circumstances of
the kind. 1 could not conceive that I had
uttered sentiments I know I never felt, and
which are so at variance with those that I have
uniformly expressed to you. The letter, it ap1pears, was a private one, and vindictive must

| have btfen the heart ol the man that could be
guilty of so grave a breach of confidence; and

! depraved indeed must he the character who, to
gratify his mischievous instincts, could make
public a confidential letter, written perhaps
under great excitement, and at this distant day
not even remembered. It seems like a poor

j return for your uniform confidence and kind|nefis to me, and 1 am too glad that I remember
j nothing connected with the letter.

At about the date of the letter I had nas.sed
through a long and fatiguing contest with Fort
Fisher, and inv numerous fleet was almost
overpowered by the elements. 1 saw the coveted
prize within my grasp and then slip from me.
For another mouth I had to battle with the
storms of winter, and anchored on an open
coast, with the responsibility of that largei fleet on my hands, my mind and body barjassed by extraordinary fatigues. The whole
nation was looking on .excited, dreading a deIfeat that might prolong a contest that was
already sapping its vitals. You and others
know what 1 had to undergo bodily aGd menjtally, i presume it was while under this exjcitement that 1 wrote the letter which you sayhas made you lose your faith in human nature,
I have no recollection of it, any more than I
would have of other passing circumstances of
six years ago. When several persons have at
different times informed me thata letter would
be published, in which I had unused General
Grant, I treated the matter with indifference,
thinking it impossible that such a letter could
exist. 1 do not write for the purpose of exihonorating myself, for 1 would rather be the
writer of the letter than its publisher. The
peace of political parties and of society would

j he placed in great jeopardy if all the private
letters written the last six years were pubjlished. Nothing that I have said will effect
your fair fume, and your many friends would
he sadly wanting in judgment if they were at
all influenced by the silly exultations of a few
unscrupulous persons, who, after all, are only
rejoicing over the most contemptible breach of
confidence 1 ever heard of. I regret exceed!ingly the loss of your friendship, and do not
hesitate to disapprove the sentiments of which,
I suppose, 1 must hear the odium. They apipear in a letter in which I have no recollection.

! They are so different from the sentiments 1
alwavs exnress towards yourself and the rnl-

i
t

n.

Jant officers of our army, and are so inconsisjtent with all my antecedents, that 1 scarcely
consider them entitled to a moment's thought.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,
your obedient servant,

(Signed) David D. Porter, Admiral.

trorn the Button Commonwealth.
mSUKACE OF ADMIRAL. POItTEU.

One day last week the New York World
published a letter written Iy Admiral Porter
to Secretary Welles on the 24th of January,
1805, a few days after the capture ot Fort
Fisher, in which Porter claims the credit of
that achievement for the navy, and attacks
Gen. Grant, both personally and officially, in
a manner much uiore frank than elegant. He
accuses Grant of being unduly under the infiu;eucoof Gen. Butler, declares that he was i^nor
ant of the real situation of affairs in North
Carolina, and says he would have sent moro

troops there had it been one of his 44 pot places."
j Furthermore, Porter uccusJs Grant of being

44 always willing to take the credit when anythingis done says he 44 wants magnanimity,"j is 44 avaricious," and intimates that he never

j would have been made lieutenant general had
it not been for his (Porter's) valuable aid at
Vicksburg. lie adds: 44 Ilis course proves to
me that he would sacrifice his best friend
rather than let nny odium fall on Lieutenant
General Grant. He will take to himselt all
the credit of this move, now that it is successifal, when he deserves all the blame for the first

I failure to take the place. All this is now eetj
tied on Gen. Butler, and history will tell
nothing of Gen. Grant's share in it." As!tounded that this letter should now «ee the
light, when he iB expecting to be confirmed as

Admiral, vice Farragut, Porter caused to be
telegraphed far and near that he had no recol-
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rleotion of any vnrh letter, nor did his secretary,
who had been with him for eight years. Ife
then wrote to the President a eringi.:g. sycophanicletter, still pretending; that he had no
recollection of the former composition, but if
it were his it must have been written duringthe anxieties and disappointments cf his positionas the C1 mmnnder of a largo blockadingfleet. Meanwhile t'ue letter has been sent to
.he White Ilouse, and inspected by everybodywho cared to see it. and of course "identified as
Porter's. The President, nevertheless, sent
his name i'i to the Senate, on Thursday, for
Admiral, and there it will probably remain for
some time, if it is not speedily rejected. The
country, however, looks on with astonishment.
riot so much that Porter gave way to the jealousyand detraction that so lamentably prevailed in both army and navy durinc the war.
V... U« I L 1*
I'm mill nu luis iiwi' «iww manliness onotign to 1

avow the letter and make apology for its in- '
justice. *

Tlie National Aspect.
An inquiry into the state of the country is r

always in order under a free government. "
14 The price of ii'otrty is eternal vigilance." In- 1
difference is danger- During the last year a
general apathy has prevailed among the peopletoward the Federal Administration. The situa
tion has reminded us of Robert Browning's 1
lines :

4i So, with a sulUn 'all's for Lest,'The land seems settling to its rest." f
Nor is there anything even now in the condi- )tion of our national politics.not even in the '

assembling of Congress.to excite popular at- j v
tendon ; and, were it not for a vague anxiety rfor the future.including particularly the fate
of the Republican party.we might go on f ir
another year giving as little heed to national
polities as we have done during the past sum- t
mer and fall. t
But it is very evident that the lender* of the jgreat party now in power are not a little a dicit- r

our lest the scepter should depart from Judah. s
We have fcad an honest administration : this is «i
granted. We have had a reduction of the debt: c
this is granted. We have had a faithful execu- c
tion of the te.ms of reconstruction ; this is
granted. We have kept our iait'n with the }
negro; this is granted. We have had an ad- ji
minisiration which, to a peculiar degree, has i

U» a- c 1 ... .

nuu^ui iu uumorin us policy to too wisiies ol r
the people; this 13 granted. And yet. granting \all this, (and more, if necessary,) the solemn i
fact still remains that the present Administra- >
tion commands more the good-will than the ad- (
miration, more the confidence than tho sympathy.more the acquiescence than the praise, of |the great majority of the party that called it i
into power. 1
The administration has both succeeded and

failed. Strangely enough, the success has been i
where many anticipated failure, aud the failure t
where many anticipated success. | t
Just before the President assumed his office, I

if anybody had then been as ed whether a
West Point officer who had shown a practical s
ability sufficient to raise himself from the ob- ]
scurity of a subaltern to the proud position of '
corninander-in chief, yet who at the same time 1
hud never known anything hut a West Point '

prejudice against the negro and his rights; '
we say, if anybody had then been asked whether *
such a man would be likelier to signalizehimself by a faithful devotion to political 1

equality without, distinction of race, than by an <

exhibition of his practical sagacity in the choice jof his subordinates, the answer would have '
been: If President Grant fails anywhere, it
will be in a too lux adherence to the central '

ideas of reconstruction, rather than in his 1

selection of 1he personnel of his administra- j '
tion. The President has disappointed both j lthese expectations.the first, agreeably; the 1

second, unhappily. We owe it to this good (
man to say that he lias stood, from the begin 1
ning of his term, the unflinching, unfaltering, I

unwavering friend of the race whom liis mili
tary academy taught him, in his earlier years,

' 1

to hate and despise. In reward of this fidelity \let him receive the honor which belongs to a 1
faithful adherence to a moral principle. A
thousand paltry faults in his administration 5
can be pardoned to this one pre-eminent virtue. *

! We have never heard the lips even of the most 1
radical Abolitionist accuse President Grant of "

any treachery to the negro. And he is the 1
only President of the United States, not ex- *
eluding George Washington and Abraham Lin- 1

coin, of whom this high praise can be spoken '
with equal candor and truth.
But the anti slavery question has ceased to '

bo tho test by which we judge our public men. '

whether presidents, cabinets, governors, ot I
representatives. 1 hat illustrious question is I <

seitlcj. We are foo busy with other things to 1
be looking back at the past laurels of our he- ;roes, whether military or civil. We do not
ask, What has a man done? but, What is he 1

doing? The American notion of statesmanshipis that it must be practical. It must ad <
dri-Ks itself to the needs ot the hour. It cannot <

allow the lustre of yesterday to east more than 1
a taint glamour over to-day. 11 any reputa 1
tiou in this country is more brilliant than J

another, it is a military. But the President's <

military reputation has passed into history. It <

bus thus, in a measure, departed out of his own 5
hands. lie can no longer use it as a charm to <

conjure with. The only tiling which can serve I
his political ambition in the future (if he has j
any, and we presume he has) will be to con-
vinee the country, before his term shall end.
that he has learned, at last, after much disap-
pointinent, how to be a statesman. As yet, he !
has made no such civil, us he has military, iin
pression on the American mind But, if the
root of the matter is in him, there is still a

remaining season < f latter rain under whi eh a
liew remit at inn will have time tr» snmnt «m<l

grow.
No man can now foresee the next presiden

tial issue, or even guess at the pivot on which
it will turn. Gen. Butler wants it to be a war
with England.which may Heaven avert! if
anybody is to raise this international battle-cry
let it he the Democratic party, which has
hoarsely shouted it before ; and let the Repuh
lioan party meet the clamor with the President'searly and immortal motto," Let us have
peace!" The Revenue Reformers (a handful
of able, industrious, and uncompromising leaders)arc seeking (like doctrinaires in politics)
to make a diversion in behalf of a pointed and
technical issue ; just as the Prohibitionists did
in Massachusets, in nominating a third candi-
date to stand between tho Republican and
the Democratic vote, and to catch what he
could of both, in testimony to an idea. Rovenue
Reforn may one day (and so may Prohibition)
become a presidential question ; but it is not
liekly to assume such proportions in 1S72.
Woman's Suffrage is waiting its turn among
questions which demand a hearing; but, as it
could not get the floor in Massachusetts last
summer, it cannot yet hope to seize possession
of the next presidential nominating convention.
And so the Republican party goes begging

for a great question. We have one ready for
it; and we hope it will be accepted with una'nimity and zeal. It is the question of the Civil
Service. If ever this nation needed a reform
anywhere, it is just here. The body-politic is
corrupt from one end to the other. Public offices
are practically bought and sold at auction.
Political parties ure supported by an open and
ati>1 m»>1 tiir.lpuv nil tho Anlnrip« nf Avffioinla

Influence, patronage, and ft friend at court.
these are the pillars on which our politics now
rest. The glory which attached to tho public
service in the dajR of Hamilton and Jefferson
has departed. A public oifice is now consideredchiefly in the light of furnishing its
occupant with an opportunity to earn his living
or to make his fortune, rather than as a place
in which lie is to serve his country and benefit
mankind. The nation asks for a thorough,
cogent, terrible reform in the civil administrationof the Government. There must be no

half-way amendment Nothing short of a radicalchange will answer the national expectation,or will save the .Republican party.
We trust that President Grant will open his

eyes to this fact. And, when we speak of
opening them, it is because we think they have
been shut. One evidence of this fact is the
lamentable influence which the Federal Administrationhas exerted on the politics of New
York and Brooklyn. Such an iust tutien as
the custom-house in New York, or the navyyardin Brooklyn, but particularly the former,

i becomes by its maaugemsnt (or mismanage-
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mont) a quick and sure test of the purposes of
an administration. We are constrained to saythat the custom-house, froni the beginning of
I he President's term, has steadily kept his administrationunder the snsnieion of emnlovinc>

«
.

r pthe immense patronage of this gigantic institutionfor the purposes of a more than war
rantable partisanship. A wholesome civil ner
rice reform would make such a revolution in
the custom-house as could be compared to
nothing less than an earthquake. But. whoevershail be shaken by it, let the reform come.
A.nd, if the President himself could initiate it;
f he would devote the remainder of his term
:o the great work of purifying the civil list;
f he would everywhere take care that none but
ible and houest men were occupying responsi>lestations under the Government; if he w ould
iglit his cigar, and sit up 'o nigbt3 over this
mminent and necessary problem : if he could
je jarred or stunned into realizing how import
mt such a reform is to the welfare of the couu;ryand to the success of his administration,
10 might yet retrieve the half-lo»t glory of his
erm, and besprinkle his fading laurels into a
eviving green. Otherwise, the people will call
i new man to be next President..A'. Y. hidetendcnt.

Cirafz Slrown.

lis 5p««cb to th* JJcmocrjkJK si fit. Lonli.

Ou Tuesday night of last week a number of
prominent Democrats of St. Louis serenaded
5. Gratz Brown at his residence in that city.
The following is the speech of Mr. Armstrong,
?ho spoke for the Democrats, and Mr. Brown's
esponse:

SPEECH OF COL. D. II. ARMSTRONG.
It is, sir, with more than ordinary pleasure

hat I discharge the duties of spokesman for
ho?e of your fellow citizens of the Democratic
iarty of this city who supported you in the recntelection, and who tender you this demontrationas a mark of their appreciation of the
jreat services which you have rendered t the
ause of liberal government during die late
:anvass.
The bold and fearless stand which yfm and

tour associates have taken has liberated, from
i thraldom more galling and infamous than that
uiposed by the Algerine pirates, 80,01)0 white
nen.men identified with the wealth, the enterprise,the industry, arid the prosperity of the
State.men, the majority of whom had done no
vrons- recognizable in law, had committed no
pfiense punishable under the criminal code.
You have destroyed the usurping minority

government in this State, and rendered the exstenceof a similar one, hereafter, impossible
'orever.
You have obtained the verdict of the people

igainst a constitution framed to perpetuate
tyranny and constructed with a shameless disregardof the doctrines and traditions of the
"athers of American liberty.
The calm determination and the stern defi-

mce wherewith you met and repelled the un-
precedented edict of the National Executive
lave commended you to the hearts of every
true lover of his country. So terrible and
withering acastigation.endorsed so gloriously
ay the people.will, it is hoped, teach the insaneand bloated possessors of power hereafter
that Missourians at least will never tolerate
my interference with their domestic affairs.
jome whence it may, nor "crook the pregnant
liingesof the knee that thrift may follow fawnftmg.
We also convey to you our warmest congratilationson the successful issue of a campaignwhich, in all its bearings, is the most important,the most significant, that has ever taken

place in this State. To those who, for five long
iiul wearv years, have been Pariahs in their
>wn houses.outcasts in their own country.
tax payers without a voice in the expendituresthereof.your election, by the overwhelming
rotes of the still untrammelled citizens, comes
with a fraternal greeting which speaks of goodcheer, kindly feeling, and material prosperity
n the far future.
But, sir, the compliment of your personal

success will be the early calling of n constitutionalconvention, to wipe from the statute hook
that "sum of all villanies," the Draconian code
.which, for studied malignity and concentratedmalice, finds no parallel in the history of
the human ra"C. This great State.the fifth in
the Union in point of population.must find
habiliments more befitting her "manifest destiny."Our organic law, while it restricts legislativeexpenditures within the narrowest limits
consistent with a due regard for legitimate progressshould at the same time foster and encourageby light taxation the enterprising in
the development of the vast and varied re
sources contained within our ample borders.
The people should labor for other objects than
to fill the ravenous maw of the tax gatherer.
Your Democratic supporters in this canvass

confidently believe that you will inaugurate
economy and strict accountability in financial
fitters; that you will firmly oppose all corruptand corrupting rings, and that you will
ldvise the discharge of all useless officials who
cat up the substance of the people. They also
confidently beiievc that the next General Assemblywill be composed of such wise and dis-
?reet men that all existing laws in conflict with
the popular interests shall be at once repealed,
and that that body will unite with you in makingMissouri the most prosperous State iu the
West, and her citizens the most enterprising.
In conclusion, we again tender you our congratulationsas Governor elect, joined with the

wish that your administration of affairs shall
be as successful tor Missouri as the movement
is auspicious for us.

RESPONSE OF HON. B. GP.ATZ BROWN.

Fellow-citizens and Democrats of the State
of Missouri.for I presume I can include representativesof all your number in my greeting.Iwish to say to you that I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for the support
which you have given me in this canvass, which
lias ended in such a magnificent triumph. [Applauseand three cheers.J I assure you, mure
over, that I do not take that triumph to myself,personally, but to the principles that have
been so emphatically indorsed.those of equal
freedom for every man in the nation as his
birth-right.
We have gone through this contest, we have

made no appeal to party, we have made no discriminationagainstmen, and yet we have made
a distinctive appeal to the common country in
u..u..w -c^.

uciivii i ui liiu 11i,n i ui every mun 10 eiercise
the franchise of a freeman, and we have won

upon that principle. [Great applause.] Now
i have tosuy to you, without any hesitation, that
1 have to thank the Democratic party of Missouri["Hear, hear," and applause] for the cordialsupport that they have given me in that
position. And I say, furthermore, that no

party has ever shown more perfect command of
self, more perfect disregard of past traditions,
more perfect devotion to the welfare of the commoncountry, than has the Democratic party
in the last election in the State of Missouri.
[Applause.]

I can say to you, frankly, my fellow-citizens,
that 1 am the last man in this nation to disregardthe obligations under which I stand, aud
that in this election i recognize that myobliga
lions ure in the iurgest measure to the Democraticparty of the State of Missouri. [Loud
applause.]
Now, my friends let me tell you another

thing. 1 recognizo the fact that the Democraticparty of the State of Missouri ha* done
this thing. [Goud pud enthusiastic applause.]
It has elevated itself upon a higher platform
than it-ever occupied before ; it has gone for
the rights of all men, and in so doing it bus
made an initiative for the future that will go
through all the States of this Union. [Great applause.]It has cut itself loose from the formu
laries and obstructions of the past, and has
made a platform upon which the young men of
this nation can staud [Applause.] A platftfrui
where they can stand disembarrassed of all that
retinue ot party machinery that has kept them
down heretofore, and where they can move forward,in the spirit and the light of a pure Democracy,advaucing to the conquest of the
future. [Loud applause.]

Fellow-citizens, so tar as this question concernsour own State, I desire to say to yon that
1 recognize this as the triumph of new ideas.
[A voice, "That's the idea"].that I recognize
this as the initiation of a reconstruction of our

J Sa.BO a year in advance
( n Oopiee ft>r^lO.

State from its bottom upward. f"Good."
!"good," and applause.] I recognise it as indie- I

ntive cf a new convention to reorganize our
fundamental Inw. ["Good," and applause. 1 |And accepting it in that light, I wish you all
rood cheer in the future, honinr and trnstinr
only, in addition to that, that the lesson which
has been taught by this election to the nation
at Iarg8 will be received and accepted ; and
that the national Representatives who have
been sent from the Western country, when jthey understand the force and significance of
your votes, will understand that it is proper for
them to coalesce ana combine and consort with
anybody that will reduce to a nearer approximationof justice and truth that immense tax
which is now levied upon us under the false
and fraudulent guise of a revenue tariff. [Loud i
and continued applause. "That's what wo
want!" "That's Democracy!" "That suits
us."J

" Now, my fellow citizens, I have only to
say to you, in conclusion, that I have the honor
to be your Governor elect for the Stato of Mis
souri, [" We're glad of it;" "Thank God,"]and I will promise you an honest and faithful
administration of that office. ["We know it."]I w iil promise you, furthermore, that I will perjmit no ring arouDa the State House, nor out of
it, (so far as 1 can help it,) to sap the life and
wealth out of the community. ["Bully,"
"Good."'] And I will say, furthermore, to you,
gentlemen, that in making that administration
1 will endeavor to predicate it upon live issues,
and to call young men to the support of it.
[Tremendous applause and prolonged cheers.H
.Springfield (Mo.) Patriot.

The Catholic Situutiosi.

The clash of arms and the din of \rar in
France has not sufficed to entirely divert public
attention from tho astounding but peaceful '

revolution which has taken place in the RomanChurch. It has been frequently and trnthfullysaid, that of all the events that havo
occurred this summer, not one has surpassed
in significance, or will stand more prominent
on the page of history, than the fall of the papacy.The period of Napoleon's discomfiture
and the looming up of a United Germany will,
in the far future, be referred to the year in
which the temporal power of the Pope was destroyed,rather than the reverse. In other'
words, the summer of 1870 will be memorable .

more because Victor Emanuel marched into!
Rome than because King William marched into
France. In Europe, outside of the Papal
household and the order of the Jesuits, there
appears to bo a general acquiescence in the
new order of things. Neither Italy nor France,
nor Spain nor Austria, all of them Catholic
countries, has uttered a single emphatic protestagainst the course of the King of Italy.
The people have become disgusted with or in
different to the childish mummery that pleased
or frightened them in furmor and darker days,Victor Emanuel is nominally a Romanist,
but he lives happy and undisturbed under the
major curse or excommunication of hischnrch.
Moreover, he is now of greater importance in
tho European world than many are disposed to
give him credit for. His daughter is the
Queen of Portugal, and his son hasjust accepted
the crown of Spain. Thus the bluff old Italian
who, within the recollection of our young men, jcontrolled Italy, an insignificant domain, is
now able to influence the government of throe
great kingdoms. We use the term great ad
visedly, for. though Spain and Portugal, like
I fuli' L r»TF/\ Kaavi «-« «»->». * .

aluiji, ua*c uccu untuicu mr MIUUY y ears UIIU»T

priestly administrations, they are now under
other auspices making rapid strides in national
and social development. A nation that could,
like Spain, drive out its monarch because she
was a harlot and a bigot, must have some conscienceand a bright future. Thus we see that
in the Catholic States of Europe the anti-Papal
party are not only in the ascendant, but likely
to remain so.

While, however, Europe is thus freeing itselffrom old time shackles, the friends of the
Pope in America are loudly and demonstrativelyindignant at the treatment the r religious
father in Rome has received. In New York,
Philadelphia, and we believe in Baltimore,
immense meetings have been held sympathizingwith the Holy Father, and violently assailingthe impious (?) Italians. A similar meeting
has been called for Buffalo. Many have expressedsurprise at this, thinking that iu Re:publican America the liberal Catholic partyshould be best supported. With a few honiorable exceptions, however, this is not the
case. The fact is easily explained. TheCatho!lie Church of this country is composed of recruitsfrom priest-ridden Ireland.as a class,
the most ignorant and violently sectarian of
that Church. There are iit the Church men
and women from Ireland of culture, education,
and piety, but they would be among the first
to acknowledge and deplore the above statement.It is, then, the same class that recently
sent from Ireland the first letter of condolence
to Pius IX iu his troubles, and now, in our
large cities, is endeavoring to bombard repub- '

licanisui and freedom from free and republican jAmerica. The facts being whar, they are, the
demonstrations now taking place in this coun- j
try in favor of Pius IX, by foreign-born but
naturalized citizens, is an insult to the nation
and an ungrateful return for the blessings of jgood government, free religious worship, and |individual prosperity, to which they have been
welcomed by the American people..Rochester
Express.
The Personal Appearance ofGreat

Men.
.

In nothing, perhaps, are wc go frequently
disappointed as in the bodily appearance of
some notorious personage with whose actions
and character we have been long acquainted,
but whose image in the mind's evo was wholly
of our own creation. At first we refuse to sub-
stitute the strange reality for our long cherished !
ideal, for the mind cannot think of persons or
things without creating a picture of them. Gcn1erally we magnify the sizo of our heroes and
enfold them with superhuman beauty, or if

1 they are hateful we conceive of them as uglyand deformed.
When a man of gigantic 6tature is remark-1

able also fur extraordinary intellectual and moral 1

ability.when he has power to govern, or mag-
netic eloquence, or occupies a conspicuous station.therecan bo no question that he derives
great addit:onai influence from the size of his
body. Coristantine, a giant in body, at the

j head of his army or on the throne provided for
him in the great Ecumeuical Council at Nice ;
Charlemagne, towering above others in height,and able to eommaud and reconstruct the

| broken elements of Europe into a. new empire ;
Peter the Great, who introduced Russia into
the sisterhood of civilized nations ; Washington, I

j the Father of his Country ; all satisfied that
instinct which loves to see an imposing appear
ance associated with intellectual power and 1
personal authority.
But facts will not allow ub to accept the

materialistic hypothesis that there is any connectionbetween the shape or weight of the
j body and power of mind. Soul, whatever it
may be, is uot dependent on the 6ize, nor cn

any known quality, of the engine with which
it is connected, for cither umount or intensity

j of action.
Byron informs his readers that he was ex;actiy ' five feet eight uud one-half inches in

I height, slight'' and muscular.about two iuches
taller than the average of his countrymen,
and about three inches taller than English

j lunatics ; for Dr. Beddoe has ascertained that
tiie adult male inmates of lunatic asylumns in
England are one inch shorter than their rajtioual brethren.perhaps because little men
have a more nervous temperament, or perhaps
because the larger men outside outvote and
overpower their smaller brethren, and put
them into lunatic asylums for safety.

Kobespierre, perhaps the most; remarkable j
of all the characters who figured in the great
French Revolution, and in some respects one
of the strongest men the world has ever seen,
seemingly an incarnation of will, was only five <

leet and two or three inches in height, his com- !
plexiun livid and bilious, his eyelids constantly
banking, and his shoulders and neck subject to
frequent spasmodic motions. And yet he
swayed botn the multitude aud the Assembly

| by las logic and eloquence, and by the cueer jforce of intellect mastered the storm longer
i and more successfully than any other man.

.? .
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Marat, his rival, was not oven five feet high,ft in face was hideous, and his head monstrous
f<-r size. Dnnton, on the other hand, whose
tremendous eloquence nerved the new republicsuccessfully againut fore go aggression, was of
a large and verv powerful frame, and had an
extraordinarily loud voi<*e.

Peter, the Hermit, who.^e eloquence stirred
all Europe to the Crusade.*.according to Ber
ington, in his edition of Abelardand Ileloise.
was a tall, thin man, with a ringing voice.
Whitfield was stout. We>loy was small. Niebuhr,who revolutionized the views of the
world on Roman history, was five feet six
:nehes in height, and slender. Schleirmacher,who tnrned theologio thought into a new channel,was small and deformed. Gibson informs us
that he was feeble when a child, email as an
adult, but corpulent, and his head was remarkablylarge. This was true also both of Sir Isaac
Newton and of Cuvier. I>r. Kane, who enduredboth torrid heat and polar cold better
than any of his companion*. 44 was five feet six
inches in height: in his hot hmlth he weighed
« U.' 1 i 1 .L' . ...
unuut vri liunuii'u u'iu u rcy-nve pounds."Mr. George Ticknor relates that Tallyrandsaid to him, in lbtG, pointing to a portrait of
Alexander Hamilton, that the three greatest
men ho had kuown in his time were Napoleon,(small but heavy,) Charles Fox, (large and fcorpulent,) and Alexander Hamilton, (iarge.) 1Bismarck, whoso name is now more potentthan that of any other man in Europe, is more
than six feet tall, well proportioned, and muscular.Thiers, who represents France, before
him, is 44 physically about as insignificant a
specimen of humanity as could be picked out
of a crowd."

But it is useless to multiply instances. All
the facts show that souls of all sorts, in some
way, promiscuously occupy bodies of all sorts.
The most of what is said about temperamentand physiognomy is traditional and superficial..IfWern Monthly for December.

"J lie rahc Tiieorj'/'
Mies Snsnn II. Antliony at Lincoln ilall

Ln»t Algiut.

This was the subject of a lecture at Lincoln
Hall lust evening by Miss Susan 13. Anthony,given under the auspices of the Lnivorsal FranchiseAssociation, aud ought to have been heard
by a much larger audience than was present.Miss Anthony was introduced to the assemblageby Senator Pomeroy, and commenced bysaying that she appeared before her audience
under great embarrassment, as they have alreadybeen addressed by Anna Dickinson, 4* the
born orator," and by Mrs. Stanton, the "born
philosopher." Miss Anthony said that she was
not an orator on the platform, but if a lecture,
lasting au hour and fifty minutes, delivered
extemporaneously, and containing soft words
and home facts, and spoken with an energyand an earnestness seldom equalled, and which
carried the sympathies of her audience with
her, and elicited frequent rounds of applause.if this is piatforin oratory, then is Miss Anthonya platform orator.

Miss Anthony combaUed the theory that
woman is made for man to support, which. >he
said, was a false theory, and one which was
prevalent ill-society at the present time. This
position she supported by concise reasoningand au array of convincing fact3 which bore
upon the woman franchise question. She spoke
fluently upon the marriage question, the inequalityrecognized between man aud wife, and
considered the enfranchisement of woman as
the only proper remedy for ail these evils. She
spoke of the frequent 41 strikes" among the
various operatives, both male and female, and
a.U I-.. » 1:. .1 . 1_ -1 -1
j'nu iu«*o me jiicjb uuu puuuciti pitruea ujiuuiu >strikes by men, while they discourage and denouncethose by women, and attributed the
difference that each receive to the fact that
politicians feared the votes of men, while no

danger from this cause was to be apprehended
from women. The enfranchisement of woman
would change all this, and the rights of women
to equal wages and equal privileges with men
would then be upheld by political parties and
be secured by the law makers of the land.
Miss Anthony closed by informing any membersof Congress in her audience that the Woman'sFranchise Association intended to obtain

a room in the Capitol, where a delegation of
their number would be in attendance at every
session of Congress, and besiege the members
for a sixteenth amendment 10 the Constitution,
and would continue the siege at every session
until such an amendment was submitted to the
several States for ratification. She retired
from the platform amidst the boarty applause
of the audience.. Washington Chronicle of the
Oth inst.

Foolery,
All writers at the North who attempt to

give a description of conversations with negroes,
convict themselves of falsehoods by the very
language they put into their mouths. And
this vicious habit is beginning to corrupt the
style of Southern men who know better.
Now we defy such writers to produce an instanceof one negro in twenty-live thousand
using the word "mus3a" when intending to
use the word master. Many years ago negroes
who had been imported from Africa did uso
that word, but they have died out. On tho
sea coast of Georgia and South Carolina, on
the rice plantations, before the war, a very
corrupt English was spoken by tho negroes.
the result of their limited intercourse with
white people ; and such in those localities may
be the cuse still. But this is not, and never
was, the rule amoug tho millions living in the
interior of States.
Nor does the word "de," for the, occur very

frequently. It is sometimes used, but very seldom.And the outlandish stuff put into their
mouths as proceeding from them, ha- no existence;in fact, is unknown and unheard of,
except in writers North, or by persons here
who desire to throw contempt and ridicule uponthe negro. In the days of slavery the negro
wa3 prohibited kotn being taught the simplest
rudiments of education. All that he acquired
was by imitation, and he made good use of that.
Hence we will find their language partakes of
the white people among whom they lived. And
probably no people denied the advantages of
education ever arrived to a purer dialect than
the negro in this country..Equal Rights.
Quaint Description op PniLLiPs..''Olivia,''

writing to the Philadelphia Press, speaks of
Wendell Phillips in his lecture at Washington
as follows: "He proved that an hour can be
spent no more instructively than in listening to
satire beside which Xaniippe's forked tonguesinks to the merest lullaby. Wendell Phillip's
voice penetrates the brain like absinthe. It
arouses tho savage which some wise man has
said lies coiled up in every civilized breast.
The truths which he utters an1 flung lik.> piecesof ragged metal, where they stick and fester in
the mind. Mr. Phillips stands not very .ar
from the snow line. There is nothing especial
in his face or figure to attract attention, unless
it is the'proxirmty of his organs ol vision; but
this can be accouuted for by the fact that he
has peered so long and steadfastly at the imperfectionof heaven and earth That the windowsof his soul have been started from their
original fastenings."
To Yopnq Women..Do not trust to uncertainriches, but prepare yourseif fjr every

emergency in life. Learn to work, and be not
dependent on servants to make your bread,
sweep your floor, and meud your clothes. Above
all do not esteem too lightly those youug men
who sustain themselves by the work of their
own hands, while you favor and receive into
your company those lazy ne'er-do-weels, who
never lift a finger to help themselves as long as
they can keep body and soul together, and getfunds sufficient to live in fashion.

- - i i i

Potatoes von Milk..Kecent experiments
by dairymen in England seem ;o show that
potatoes led to milch cows are oquul to turnips,
carrots, or beets tor milk production. We do
not know but what this will prove to be the
case, but we have serious doubts about it. Let
some of our readers try the experiment.


